Alumni Magazine May 1948 by Whitworth University
Whitworth Digital Commons
Whitworth University
Whitworth Alumni Magazine University Archives
1948
Alumni Magazine May 1948
Whitworth University
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.whitworth.edu/alumnimagazine
This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at Whitworth University. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Whitworth Alumni Magazine by an authorized administrator of Whitworth University.
Recommended Citation
Whitworth University , "Alumni Magazine May 1948" Whitworth University (1948). Whitworth Alumni Magazine. Paper 200.
https://digitalcommons.whitworth.edu/alumnimagazine/200
VOLUME XVIII SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, MAY, 1948 NUMBER I
JAY P. GRAVES DIES IN 89th YEAR
Whitworth's greatest benefactor
has finished his work. Death came
to Mr. Graves in the city of Pasa-
dena after an illness of several
months. I realized when I saw
him in February that he would not
be able to visit the campus again,
but still the word of his passing
came as a distinct shock to us who
have known him and loved him.
Since the year 1914 Jay P.
Graves has been, in the minds of
many Spokane people, synonymous
with the word Whitworth. Because
of his vision and his generosity, the
college was moved from Tacoma to
its present site. The entire campus
was only a part of his gift to the
Board of Trustees, for he helped in
other material ways with the es-
tablishment of the college. During
all these years through war, de-
pression, and difficult days his in-
terest in the college never faltered,
but with the passing years his
faith in its ultimate growth and
present 'Place of security and use-
fulness but impelled him to greater
sacrifice and ser:vice to the college.
All his life he was a builder.
The Spokesman-Review the morn-
ing of April 28 made the following
statement concerning him:
"Mr. Graves belonged to the van-
ishing group of pioneers known as
empire builders. Coming to Spo-
kane in 1887, he became one of the
men who dared to envision the
future of the northwest in great
developments and promoted mining
and railway ventures that brought
a fortune to himself and associates
and growth to the country.
Notable Achievements
His most notable achievement
was the development of the Gran-
by Mining, 'Smelting and Power
Company, Ltd., of British Colum-
bia, which he developed into the
largest copper 'producing mine in
Canada. Another achievement was
the organization of the Inland Em-
pire Railroad company, of which he
was president. This venture con-
sisted of building a network of 250
miles of electric railway to Inland
Empire points and the Nine Mile
power plant for its electrification.
The network later was absorbed by
the Great Northern and Northern
Pacific railways.
A dreamer who made dreams
come true, he was one of the cre-
ators and builders of the romantic
mining era of the northwest which
built Spokane and made it a min-
ing center."
We quote from the Spokane
Daily Chronicle.
"He was a director of the Old
National bank, the Union Trust
company and Union Securities
company. He was a past president
of the Spokane Country club and
a member of the Spokane club,
Sons of the American Revolution
and the Presbyterian church."
In the latter years of his life
without doubt his greatest inter-
est was Whitworth. He knew
every inch of the campus and had
plans and dreams for its complete
use. He saw where buildings
should be erected, a baseball dia-
mond constructed, the library built,
and he dreamed of the day when
not a few hundred but literally
thousands would want to come
here and study.
He personally superintended the
planting of flowering locusts and
hawthorn trees that would stand
many, many years after his pass-
ing and which would help to make
this a place of beauty.
He was never too busy to meet
with the board of trustees, to
call on the president, and to enter
(continued on page 2, col. 1)
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deliberation concerning all phases
of the work of the college. He was
indeed a friend, and one whom we
shall always miss. As president
of the college, I wish to express
my own personal appreciation of
his life and work. He was a
Christian gentleman, a dreamer of
great dreams, an indefatigable
worker, and a high type moral
man.
Sunday afternoon, May 2, a lit-
tle group of his relatives and
closest friends met in my office and
held a brief memorial service. Then
carrying out the desires of him-
self and of his wife, we distributed
his ashes on the campus that he
so dearly loved and which to the
very end of his life was foremost
in his thinking. He is gone, but
the college will remain a memorial
to one who built and who built.
Wisely for the Christian education
of youth. He will be deeply missed
personally but his college will
grow ever stronger and stronger.
-e-President Frank F. Warren.
Honorary Degrees
On commencement morning,
June 14, the president, carrying
out the desires of the faculty and
the board of trustees, will confer
the honorary degree of Doctor of
Divinity upon Rev. David Brown,
minister for many years of the
First Presbyterian Church of
Clarkston, and upon Rev. Evert
Top, minister of the Manito Pres-
byterian Church of Spokane.
In both cases these degrees are
given because of a long and splen-
did ministry in the church. Rev.
Brown has spent most of his min-
istry in the State of Washington
and is a beloved pastor, counselor
of youth, and good minister of
Jesus Christ. Rev. Top, since com-
ing to the Manito Presbyterian
Church, has been able to build a
strong, loyal congregation and is
recognized in the city for his able
Christian leadership.
Lawrence E. Yates
Joins Faculty
The administration of the col-
lege takes unusual pleasure in an-
nouncing the appointment of Pro-
fessor L. E. Yates, who will come
to work in two important fields,
philosophy and Greek. He is pre-
eminently qualified for this work.
He holds the following degrees:
Bachelor of Arts from McGill Uni-
versity, Bachelor of Divinity from
the Presbyterian Seminary of
Montreal, and Master of Arts in
philosophy with a minor in Greek
from the University of Toronto.
He has completed his work for his
doctorate and expects to have the
Doctor of Theology degree from
Princeton this June. He has spent
a few years in the pastorate and
has taught Greek over a period of
six years in three well-known Pres-
byterian seminaries. He has also
done graduate work in philosophy
in the University of Saskatchewan.
For a number of years our
courses in philosophy have had to
be limited, but from now on, a
strong major will be offered in
this field. Our Greek classes are
always large, due to the unusually
large number of students entering
the ministry.
Dr. Otto A. Piper of Princeton
Seminary writes concerning Pro-
fessor Yates: "He has a solid
classical background and has been
teaching New Testament Greek
here in the Seminary for two years
to everybody's complete satisfac-
tion. He has a keen analytical mind
Commencement
Speakers Chosen
Dr. F. Paul McConkey, minister
of the First Presbyterian Church
of Seattle, was selected by the
senior class to give the baccalau-
reate sermon Sunday night, June
13, in the First Presbyterian
Church of Spokane. Dr. Philip F.
Ashton, dean of Seattle Pacific
College, will address the graduat-
ing class Monday morning, June
14, in Jay P. Graves Hall. We are
sure that with the coming of these
men our commencement occasion
will be memorable.
Dr. McConkey, out of his rich
ministry of many years, will bring
a sermon that will be a challenge
and an inspiration to the largest
graduating class in our history.
Including our rrtth-year students
who are graduating, we shall have
98 who will receive diplomas and
degrees.
Dr. Ashton has for many years
endeared himself to every passing
generation of students at Seattle
Pacific College with his leadership
in the field of teaching and per-
sonal guidance. He received his
doctorate degree in psychology
from the University of Washing-
ton, and save for a brief teaching
period in Houghton College, New
York, and Wheaton College, II·
linois, his entire teaching profes-
sion has been spent at Seattle Pa-
cific. Possessing a brilliant mind
and a mastery of his field, he is
an extraordinary teacher and will
bring to our class a strong chal-
lenge.
and a perfect command of literary
English. As a teacher he displayed
both ability to make difficult sub-
jects clear and simple, and a per-
sonal gift of making class work
interesting. He is a sincere and
devout Christian. and will make
a fine contribution to the work of
your institution because he com-
bines in himself high standards of
scholarship, a definite Christian
outlook, and true educational
abilities."
Professor Yates is married and
has a young daughter. The Whit-
worth students now at Princeton
have all written in glowing terms
of him, his Christian testimony,
and his teaching ability.
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Rempel to
Coach Football
The growth of the college and
especially the greater number of
men students on the campus has
necessitated enlarging our Physi-
cal Education Department. Since
1934 Gerald Stannard has been
the coach 'for the athletic program
of the college and has taught the
physical education classes. Begin-
ning this fall "Jerry," as he is
known to so many, will be the
director of the physical education
prog-ram of the college with special
responsibility coaching basketball
and baseball with some teaching
in theory and gym classes.
During the past year Aron
Rempel has been a student at the
college and has assisted in the
physical education program. His
contribution has been invaluable as
a teacher in the field in which he
is so well trained and as an as-
sistant coach in football, basket-
ball, and track. At Jerry Stan-
nard's suggestion, Mr. Rempel has
been elevated to the very impor-
tant position of head coach for
football for the coming year. He
is well trained for this position,
having played much of his foot-
ball in the College of the Pacific,
from which he graduated, under
the renowned teacher of the game,
Alonzo Stagg.
Following his war experience,
Mr. Rempel coached in the high
school at Williams, California and
then came to Whitworth to con-
econtinued on page 4, col. 2)
SPEECH DEPARTMENTS WINS HIGHEST HONORS
IN MONTANA
"Consistently good in all fields," _C'-C'- _
was the tribute paid to the Whit-
worth College speech team by Pro-
fessor Ralph McGinnis in awarding
the Whitworth team the sweep-
stakes trophy at the Northwest
Intercollegiate Speech Tournament.
The tournament was held at Mon-
tana State University at Missoula
April 23 and 24 with the top teams
of 24 colleges and universities from
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Mon-
tana, and Utah parttcipating'.
Debate, literary interpretation,
oratory, and extemporaneous
speaking were the four fields of
contest with onlv one division in
each speech field. L.· G. Baker,
Phil Strawn, and Helmuth Bek-
owies from Spokane, and Glen El-
lison from California represented
Whitworth in the field of debate,
with Strawn and Ellison winning
fifth place among the 38 teams.
Betty Lange of Fairfield, Wash-
ington, Lois McConnell of Walla
Walla, and Mary Lois Taylor of
Seattle were Whitworth's entries
in literary interpretation; Betty
T ,1'1 nge tted for first place and Lois
McConnell won third place. In the
field of oratory Phil Strawn and
Betty Lange reached the finals
with Betty Lange placing third in
the finals. Helmuth Bekowies and
L. G. Baker reached the finals in,.
extemporaneous, Baker receiving
second place. A total of 22 points
was received by the Whitworth
speakers; Brigham Young Univer-
sity, its nearest competitor, re-
ceived 18 points. Professor L. B.
Waltz, head of the Speech Depart-
ment, who accompanied the group,
was presented the beautiful sweep-
stakes trophy on behalf of the
team.
At the tournament at Missoula
last year, Whitworth placed sec-
ond. At the Western Association
of Speech tournament at Walla
Walla last December, Whitworth
again placed second. In February
the team competed at the annual
Linfield speech tournament in Ore-
gon and again placed among the
top ranking colleges, although
places were not announced.
Too much credit cannot ba given
to Professor L. B. Waltz for his
inspiring and gifted leadership of
our young people in the field of
speech. In competition against col-
leges and universities many times
the size of our college, for us to
have received the sweepstakes
trophy is an honor which cannot
be too highly advertised. Whit-
worth will increasingly be a leader
in this field throughout the entire
West.
SPEECH TEAM WITH SWEEPSTAKES TROPHY
Seated: Betty Lange, Lois McConnell, Mary Lois Taylor. Standing:
L. G. Bakel', Phil Strawn, Glen Ellison, Helmuth Bekowies, Professor
wau-.
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Alumni News
The Puget Sound Alumni Club
had a dinner get-together at
O'Keefe's Seafood Grill in Seattle
on May 8. There were 19 enthu-
siastic Whitworthians present.
Alumni president Les Hussey and
loyal supporter Paul Wikstrom '38,
made the trek over the mountains
with Bruce and Clarabel McCul-
lough '47, to join in the fun and
bring greetings from the Spokane
area. Clifford Bromling '31, and
Mrs. Bromltng, the former Maxine
Alexander, F.S. '29-'32, came for
the occasion from Everett, where
he is teaching high school. The
group was privileged to have Bill
and June Richter '42, present on
their one and only night ·out for
the week. Bill is a student at the
University of Washington Medical
School. Pinky and Verna Bunkel-
man Unti '41 'and '42, sat at the
head of the table since Pinky was
toastmaster of the evening. Rev.
and Mrs. John Finney '38, kept
Pinky guessing whether Mrs. Fin-
ney was the same girl John used
to go with in school; the answer
was that she did not attend Whit-
worth. The club decided to have
meetings every quarter if possible
in order to get a more active or-
ganization going on the Coast.
Carl and Mary Beal Boppell '27,
have invited the group to meet at
their home the next meeting in
late summer. Announcement as
to date and address will be made
later. Between Carl and Rev.
Lawrence Mitchell '27, the group
got a new slant on the Ballard
Hall fire that took place 'back in
the twenties. Dorsey Bailey '41,
with his vast knowledge and ex-
perience set up the projector and
ran a recent color film of the col-
lege campus. Eddie Kime F.S. '37-
'39, reported he is just roaming
around Seattle. We're glad to have
him back with the alumni group.
Last but by no means least were
the newlyweds, Keith and Eloise
Moffat Hickox '42, who really
worked hard to make the get-
together a success.
The Atlantic Division of the
Alumni Association reports having'
its annual get-together in New
York on April 9. There were 18
present. Sgt. Marion David
Stevens F.S. '45-47, took the prize
for traveling the longest distance,
coming all the way from Camp
REMPEL, COACH
tinue his graduate work. Not only
is he an excellent coach, as at-
tested by all the men who worked
with him last year, but he is also
an outstanding Christian leader
who has been active all his life
in the church. While in California
he was a leader of youth in confer-
ences, camps, and Christian En-
deavor and during his year on our
campus has demonstrated many
times his deep interest in the
spiritual life of the men of Whit-
worth. During the past year he
has also been a youth worker in
the First Presbyterian Church of
this city.
Rempel will be assisted by
coaches Stannard and McCullough.
The feeling on the campus is high
for a good year in football next
year. Besides football, Coach
Rempel will have charge of track
and will teach courses in physical
education.
Both Stannard and Rempel ex-
pect to he in summer 'School for
most of the summer attending
coaching' schools and receiving fur-
ther training for the important
work of building a strong pl'l!"si'cal
education major at Whitworth Col-
lege.
Lee, Virginia. Those present from
Princeton were Ray and Anita
Moody '47, Odin Baugh '47, Bill
and Norine Chalmers '46, George
Van Leuven, Jr. '45, and Harry
Soloos F.S. '41. Others included
Janet McCreary '40, Barbara Miller
'42, Robert and Virginia Huffman
Oliver F.S. '42-'44, Evelyn Smith
F.S. '45-'46, Eleanor Roberson '47,
Shirley Esty '46, Catherine Hand,
Dorathea Teeter '41, and Eleanor
Hunter '41. This group too felt
they should meet more than once
a year and have planned a picnic
at Princeton for their next get-
together. Congratulations to you
loyal Whitworth alumni on the
Atlantic Coast!
Marjorie Fern Johnson '45, has
been named staff nurse in pedia-
trics at the University Hospital,
Cleveland, Ohio.
Dr. and Mrs. Grant Rodkey '39,
visited the campus May 10, and
Grant spoke to the student body
at chapel. He told of some of the
economic problems in China and
of the Whitworth alumni he had
met while there. Grant and Dor-
Four Quartet
Scholarships Offered
In order that Whitworth may
have this coming year an out-
standing male quartet,' four schol-
arships of $225 each are being of-
fered by the Music Department oJ
the college. According to Profes-
sor Anders of the voice' depart-
ment, the applicants must not only
qualify musically but must also be
able to cooperate with the college
along every line and be free from
other interests that would hinder
representing the college in the field
of music. These scholarships may
be continued from year to year.
For further information, write to
Professor Wilbur Anders, Music
Department, Whitworth College.
othea have just returned from the
Orient after two years of duty in
China with the Army Medical
Corps. Following a brief vteit' in
Spokane and Post Falls, they will
return to Boston where Grant will
resume his work in academic sur-
gery at Massachusetts General
Hospital.
Lt. Ug) Dave and Isabel .....Mise
Thorndike, '44 ami '4.5, l:U1U their?"
daughter Carolyn attended the fes-
tivities on the campus May Day.
They have just come home from
Guam. Dave's next adventure with
the navy will take him on an
expedition to Alaska.
Class of 1970
Born to Mel and Elsie Fariss
'35 and '34, a son Donald Edmond
on February 22. Born to Merle
and Helen Ghormley Wood '44, a
son Charles William on :May 4.
Born to Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Bacon
(she is the former Helen Baldwin
F.S. '42-'43) a 'Son Bruce William,
May 10 in st. Charles, Missouri.
Born to Earl and Della Specker
Blumhagen '46, a daughter Dayle
Dianne, April 30. Born to Mr. and
Mrs. Don Schmirler '40, a daughter
Janet Marie, May 11. Born to
Maynard and Elaine Mathison '47,
a daughter on May 15 in Seattle-
so new we didn't even get her
name.
Deaths
Miss Agnes G. Finnegan '20, a
teacher at Washington Grade
School, Spokane, died February 24,
1948.
*F.S.-Former Student.
